1998 LOTG Excerpt - The Fourth Official
	PRIVATE

· The fourth official may be appointed under the competition rules and officiates if any of the three match officials is unable to continue. 

· Prior to the start of the competition, the organiser states clearly whether, if the referee is unable to continue, the fourth official takes over as the match referee or whether the senior assistant referee takes over as referee with the fourth official becoming an assistant referee. 

· The fourth official assists with any administrative duties before, during and after the match, as required by the referee. 

· He is responsible for assisting with substitution procedures during the match. 

· He supervises the replacement footballs, where required. If the match ball has to be replaced during a match, he provides another ball, on the instruction of the referee, thus keeping the delay to a minimum. 

· He has the authority to check the equipment of substitutes before they enter the field of play. If their equipment does not comply with the Laws of the Game, he informs the assistant referee, who then informs the referee. 

· The fourth official assists the referee at all times. 

· After the match, the fourth official must submit a report to the appropriate authorities on any misconduct or other incident which has occurred out of the view of the referee and the assistant referees. The fourth official must advise the referee and his assistants of any report being made.


GUIDE TO PROCEDURES - THE FOURTH OFFICIAL 

1. PRIOR TO THE GAME

A. ARRIVAL AT THE FIELD

Referee, assistant referees, and fourth official are expected to be at the field at the time prescribed by the rules of competition, but at least 30 minutes prior to kick-off.
B. INSPECTIONS

Referee, assistant referees, and fourth official carefully inspect field to determine adequacy of markings, safety, and general playing conditions.

Fourth official obtains and inspects the game balls.
C. PRE-GAME INSTRUCTIONS

Referee, assistant referees, and fourth official discuss any special expectations, unusual field or match conditions, special rules of competition (e.g., substitutions, ties), and signals or procedures other than those described in this Guide.

D. FIFTEEN MINUTES BEFORE KICK-OFF

Senior assistant referee and fourth official inspect player equipment, player passes, and team rosters.

GUIDE TO PROCEDURES - THE 4TH OFFICIAL (cont.)

E. PRIOR TO KICK-OFF

Referee, assistant referees, and fourth official enter field together and move to center spot for National Anthem.

Referee carries match ball, introduces officiating team to captains, and conducts coin toss.

Assistant referees have flags furled.

Officials record results of coin toss.

Assistant referees perform final check of nets and move to touch lines to take the offside position.

Fourth official goes to his position between the team benches and begins his administrative duties.

G. THIRTY SECONDS BEFORE KICK-OFF

Referee supervises the clearing of the field.

Makes eye contact with each assistant referee and fourth official to ensure readiness.

2. GOAL

Fourth Official

Controls the bench area and records goal.
3. MISCONDUCT-PLAY STOPPED

Fourth Official

Monitors the further removal from the area of the field (in accordance with the rules of the competition) of a player sent off.

4. SUBSTITUTIONS

Fourth Official

Inspects substitute’s equipment.

Collects substitute’s pass and substitution ticket and verifies the information.

Informs near assistant referee of substitution request.

Stands behind halfway line flag with substitute until referee signals for substitution.

Displays numbers of players to be substituted.

Prevents substitute from entering field until player being substituted has left the field.

Records the game time of the substitution.

5. END OF THE GAME

Fourth Official

Collects his equipment and proceeds to the locker room or joins the referee and assistant referees off the field.
Supervising the Technical Area - from LOTG 

	· Only one person at a time is authorised to convey tactical instructions and he must return to his position immediately after giving these instructions. 

· The coach and other officials must remain within the confines of the technical area except in special circumstances, for example, a physiotherapist or doctor entering the field of play, with the referee's permission, to assess an injured player. 

· The coach / other occupants of the technical area must behave in a responsible manner. 


